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The UN agencies are contributing to five of the six Key Performance Areas (KPA) in the 

Kiribati Development Plan (KDP). Five UN Agencies have staff living in Kiribati; two more 

are planning to hire or bring staff here. Four of the UN Agencies work through a Joint 

Presence Office. In Kiribati this office is headed by UNICEF; elsewhere UNDP, UNFPA or 

UN Women do so. The United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) 

presents the plans for UN work across the Pacific, and there is a results matrix for Kiribati, 

aligned with the KDP’s performance and priority areas.  

KDP/KPA 1: Human Resource Development and Priorities 1 (Poverty Alleviation), 2 

(Population) and 4 (Rural Development). 

The UN contribution to KPA 1 is mainly through the Commerce, Education and Labour 

sectors. Using their Core Resource Fund, UNICEF is working with the Ministry of Education 

on a situation analysis of early childhood development; based on findings from this, there 

will be targeted support such as teacher training. UNICEF is also supporting school 

improvements in water and toilets and teacher training with money from Australian Aid.  

UNESCO is using Australian Government funds and working with the Ministry of Education 

to strengthen the education management information system; review and develop teacher and 

principal service standards; integrate climate change, disaster risk management, arts, 

traditional knowledge and financial literacy.  

The ILO is doing technical training on labour and employment issues including labour law, 

employment creation, industrial relations, partnering with the Ministry of Labour, Trade 

Unions and Employer Organisations.  

UNICEF is working with several Ministries on the Adolescent Girls Initiative, reducing 

gender discrimination and empowering girls to finish school, avoid pregnancy and disease, 

and pursue their dreams.  

UNFPA is working with MHMS/MOE/KFHA towards integration of sexuality education in 

school curriculum. 

UNDP continues to work closely with the MCIC through providing technical support in the 

area of trade through a Trade Diagnostic Study to support the MCIC in developing policy on 

sustainable export and import strategies/policies;  

KDP/KPA 2: Economic Growth and Poverty reduction Priorities 1 (Poverty 

Alleviation), 2 (Population), and 4 (Rural Development). 



United Nations Partnership for the Kiribati Development Plan 

Briefing Note prepared for the Development Partners’ Forum,  

Tarawa, Kiribati, 13-14 March 2014 

Page | 2  
 

The UN’s government partners are the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Commerce, Industry 

& Cooperatives, Ministry of Land and Agricultural Development, Ministry of Labour. 

Through their core funds, ILO is supporting the Labour Migration Policy, working to develop 

skilled and unskilled labour with funding from European Union. ILO is contributing to youth 

employment and entrepreneurship, and to productivity improvements of small and micro 

enterprises. ILO is also working to eliminate sexual exploitation of children.  

IFAD is preparing a project for four islands on security for water, food and livelihoods.  

FAO is working with the government to enhance technical skills and knowledge on outer 

islands, as well as institutional capacity to sustainably use, develop and manage its senile 

palm resources to create tradable products, jobs and generate other economic opportunities 

that supports sustainable livelihoods.  

FAO has also, recently launched a project, which aims to strengthen national capacity to 

collect and analyse data on status of food and nutrition security. 

KDP/KPA 3: Health, and Priority 2 (Population). 

The UN’s Government partner is the Ministry of Health and Medical Services. WHO has 

funding from their core resources and from Australian, New Zealand, Japan and Korea.  

UNICEF is using core resources and Australian and New Zealand funds.  

The UN advised Government on the formulation of its key health strategies for reduced 

population growth, reduced maternal mortality, reduced infant and child mortality, reduced 

burden and incidence of communicable diseases, reduced incidence and burden of non-

communicable diseases (NCD) and improved health service delivery.  

WHO provides technical advice on a broad gamut of health areas including: 

 NCD “Best buy” package of essential interventions, including becoming tobacco free 

 Elimination of lymphatic filariasis, leprosy and tuberculosis 

 Compliance with international health regulations 

 Strengthening the health management information system 

 Injury prevention, including road safety 

 Care and support for mental illness and disabilities 

 Laboratory services and the blood bank 

 Health Management Information System 

 Integration of foreign-trained doctors. 

UNICEF supports improved capacity to deliver maternal and child, especially new-born, 

health services among the poorest populations, with core and New Zealand funds.  
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UNICEF continues to procure and ship childhood vaccines on behalf of the Government, 

using its pooled procurement mechanism to realise substantial discounts for WHO certified 

and recommended vaccines. UNICEF and WHO acknowledge the support from GAVI for the 

introduction of new vaccines in Kiribati.  

UNICEF has been working with the Ministry of Public Works and Utilities, using EU funds 

for the Kiriwatsan project. Among other accomplishments, so far, all households on six 

islands have been declared open-defecation free.  

UNFPA provides technical support to the Office of the President to implement the newly 

revised National Population Strategy, including respective monographic and M & E 

framework. This support builds on technical assistance to develop monitoring framework of 

KDP (2012-2015). 

UNFPA is also providing support to the strengthening capacity of the Reproductive Health 

services, security and information including Family Planning especially for young people. 

Kiribati Family Health Association (KFHA) is a key implementing partner for UNFPA in 

supporting evidence based policy and services guideline to address gender based violence, 

including health system capacity to support survivors. 

WHO and UNICEF support surveillance, reporting and response to disease outbreaks, 

including diarrhoea. 

WHO, UNICEF and UNFPA are seeking Australian support for a Joint UN Programme on 

Reproductive, Maternal, Neonatal, Child and Adolescent Health. This would replace the 

current modality of three complementary but parallel programmes.  

UNFPA, UNICEF and IPPF are seeking funds from New Zealand for a joint programme to 

increase family planning and reduce sexually transmitted diseases, especially among young 

people.  

KDP/KPA 4: Environment, and  Priority 2 (Population). 

UNEP supports the Government on a Global Environment Funded (GEF) project called the 

Phoenix Islands Protection Area. 

UNDP is also using the GEF to improve information and knowledge management on disaster 

risk reduction and climate change at national and community levels. A full scale programme 

is under preparation to address the impact of climate change on food production.  

The WMO is strengthening capacity to monitor climate and water conditions and alert people 

on risks.  

ESCAP, ILO and UNDP have developed a joint programme with EU funds to support the 

Office of the President and the Ministry of Environment. The programme is on climate 
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change and migration with dignity and includes surveys, analysis, planning and 

implementation of response.  

UN Women is planning to provide knowledge products and tools on gender implications of 

climate change.  

KDP/KPA 5: Governance and Priority 2 (Population). 

UNFPA and UN Women, with UN Trust Fund money from Australia, are working on 

prevention of gender based violence. Another proposal has been submitted to the UN Trust 

Fund, which expands this work across more sectors, and also converges the work by 

UNICEF, WHO, ILO, and UNDP.  The programme will assist Government with 

implementation of its National Action Plan on Sexual and Gender Based Violence.  

UN Women is using core funds and working with the Ministry of Women, Youth and Social 

Affairs to advance reporting and implementation of recommendations for the Convention on 

the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, including a harmonised human rights 

treaty reporting approach. UN Women and UNFPA provide small grants through its Pacific 

Elimination of Violence Against Women Facility Fund to civil society organisations and 

government institutions.  

UNFPA supported government to complete Gender Based Violence (GBV) prevalence 

survey that contributed to development of national policy and will continue to support 

strategies to eliminate GBV. 

UNICEF has been working with Government on the youth justice bill, and supporting 

magistrates and police on juvenile justice, including diversion programmes, and working with 

the Ministry of Women, Youth and Social Affairs on the Children, Young People and Family 

Welfare Act. UNICEF has also been supporting reporting and implementation of the 

Convention on the Rights of Children.  

UNDP supports the Parliament with technical advice and resources to strengthen the 

effectiveness of Parliamentary Committees, especially the Public Accounts Committee. 

Legislative training was conducted with core resources. UNDP is also using Australian funds 

to help government develop the national Freedom of Information Policy.  

ILO is working with the Ministry of Labour on the Employment and Industrial Relations Bill, 

the Maritime Labour Regulation and the Occupational Health and Safety Bill.  

UNDP is working on Strengthening of Governance Support to Climate Change and Disaster 

Reduction Management Resilience to provide technical assistance and capacity building to 

key President’s Office Climate Change Advisory Section and work specifically with two 

communities 1) Abaiang; and 2) Tab North. The project is funded through the Multi Partners 

Trust Fund (MPTF) under the Kiribati One Fund that was implemented since 2009 by seven 

participating UN agencies (UNDP/UNICEF/UNFPA/UN WOMEN/ ILO/WHO/UNESCO). 
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The UN will be working closely again with the Government of Kiribati in 2014 for the rolling 

out of a new cycle of the Kiribati One Fund with more funding from MPTF. 

OHCHR have started the preparatory process for the Universal Periodic Review (URP) for 

Kiribati in 2015. In 2014 OHCHR will be undertaking a number of initiatives on human 

rights convention discussion with Government of Kiribati that will be part of the 2015 URP.  

Although funding constraints have slowed progress, UNICEF, WHO & UNFPA remain 

committed to supporting Government of Kiribati to strengthen coverage and use of birth and 

death (civil) registration. 

 

 

 

 


